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THE FORGED PBOCLAMATION.

1 he criminal fraud just practised on the New
York press by the fabrication of the spurious
J 'residential proclamation does not rise to the
dignity of the famous "moon hoax" of Mr.
Lockc, but is about as ingenious as the pretended
annual message of President Van Buren to Con-
gross in 1H.38, though not as innocent as was that
amusing invention. This fraud of Wednesday
morning on the press of New York caused a great
sensation in that exoitablc city until the deception
was discovered, and then the trick itself was the
great topic of the day. It has not been traced to
its authors, although it would seom to have origi¬
nated in New 1 ork, and the dctectivcs have been
on the alert.

The spurious document, it appears, was car¬

ried to the different printing offices in mani¬
fold writing in the semblanoo of telegraph news,
but at so lato an hour that it obtained admission in
but two or three journals, the others having gone
to press. Even the proprietors of those papers
which gave currency to the forgery had left their
offices, and the employes who inserted it had no

suspicion that it was not genuine telegraphic news.

The publication of the document, however, was

followed by serious oonsequences to the proprie¬
tors of the journals thus imposod upon.
Wo learn from the New York papers received

last night that Gen. Dix, by direction of the Sec¬
retary of War, had on Wednesday suppressed the
two newspapers which gave publicity to the spurious
proclimation.the Journal of Commerce and the
World.and ordered the editors of those papers to
be imprisoned in Fort Lafayette. (Tho latter part
of tho order, it appears, was subsequently sus¬

pended.) This soems to us, we must say, a ^cry
harsh proceeding to inflict a severe punishment
.oa eitizens of honor and character for being the
victims of an infamous fraud. It was punish¬
ment enough, we should think, to bo made the
innooent instruments of a villanous imposition,
to which all men are liable, without adding the
penalty of damage to their property and incarcera¬
tion of their persons. They have published at
New Yrork a protest against the severity of this
proceeding, in wbioh the facts of the case are fully
stated, and which, in justice t« them, we plaoe be¬
fore our readers.

Proteti oj the Editor* of the World and Journal
of Commerce.

Will you oblige us by publishing in your columns the
following statement of the proceedings of tbe Government
this evening toward* the World and the Journal of Com¬
merce, regarding the pub.ication in our morning'a iaauea of

^
the forged pioclamatioa, purpoitmg to be aigned by Pre-

* aidant Lincoln, appointing a day ol fatting and prayer, and
calling into the military aervice four hundred thousand men.

.The document id question waa written on the manifold
pap^r, auch aa ia uaed lor all the deapatcbea aent to tbe
neverai newspapers of our aaaoeiatiou, and had every ex-
ternal appearance and mark to identify it an a genuine de¬
spatch arriving in the regular courae of business.

It waa delivered at our office late at night, at the time of
the receipt*)/ our lateat newa.too late of courae for edito¬
rial superviaiofi, but, aa it happeued, not before our print¬
ing officea were closed.

It waa delivered at all or nearly all of the newspaper
<dfioea, and published in a part of tbe morning editiona of
the Journal of Commerce and World, and, ax we are in¬
formed, in a part of the editiona of one or more of our

oontemporaries.
Early this morning the fact that the despatch had not

been aent by the Agent of the Associated Preaa became
known to ua, and ita fraudulent character wn> at once an¬

nounced upon our bulletin boarda, aDd a reward of five hun¬
dred dollara offered by im for the discovery of the forger.
Tbe Executive Committee of the Associated Preaa also
differed a ainnlar reward of one thousand dollars, aa the
fraud had been attempted to be perpetrated upon all the
journals composing our aaaociation.
We took paioa in the afternoon to appnxe Gen. Dix of

tbe facta in tbe caae, and gave him auch information id re¬

gard to tbe circumstance* of the forgery aa might aasiat
Ui«n in tbe diacovery of ita author, 'l'be Government waa
at once put m possession of the facta in tbe caae.

Nevertheleaa, tbia evening Gen. Dix, anting under per-
«nptory ordera from the Government, placed our officea
tinder a atrong military guard, and iaaued warrants for the
arreat of the editora an I proprietor of the World and
Journal of Commerce, and their impriaonment in Fort
Lafayette. A vessel wa« lying, under ateam.at one of the
wharves to convey u« thither.
Chancing to meet one of the officers of Gen I>ix'« stuff,

charged with the execution of this order, we procerd-d in
ilia company to tbe headquarters of the Department of the
Eiiat, and were informed by Gen Dix that the order for
arreat had been suspended, but that the order (or the aup
preasion of tke publication of the World and Journal of
Commerce had not been rescinded, and that we could not
be permitted to enter "our officea, which continue under the
charge of the military guarda.
We protest againat this proceeding We protest agninst

th* assumption of our complicity with thia ahameless for-
Kary implied in the order lor our arreat. We protest
against the auppreaaion of our Journals for tbe misfortune of
t>emg deceived by a forgery not less ingenious nor plausible
than the forged report of the Confederate Hecretary of
\V ar, which Hecretary Heward made the basis ol diplomatic
action. Pkimr, StonK, IIai.k, & Hallock,

Journal of Commerce.
Manton Mahrlk, World.

Ntv) York, May 18, 1864.

THE REVENUE MEA8URE8.

A letter to Ntw York, in speaking of the tax
bill of tho Houne, which wa* reported yesterday by
tlie Finance Committee of tho Sonate, nays :

"A oumb«r of important amendinenta have been made,
especially in the proviamua of the bill as to the collection
of the tarns, Ami also looking toward increasing the amonnt
of revenue. It ia understood tbat the exigenciea of the
Government at the preaent time require an increase of
aiitj million dollars revenue over the amount which it ia
eatimated would be produced by the lfouae bill, and to
aecore thia the committee will report an increaao of the
tax on distilled apiriU from $1 to $1 &>, with probably an

Additional iucreaaeto $'i,to take effect on January I, IHtft.
The section of the Honae bill taxing atock on hand ia
ttricken out. The tax on c gara and tobacco baa been re-

vised, with an average increase of about ten oenta per pound
over tho amount impoaed by the Ilouae."

MORE ONE HUNDRED DAYS' MEN.
The Jfrtth Ohio, numbering HT.0 men, and lfi4'.:h Ohio

1*0 0 men, for apeoial service of oan hundred days, have
arrived here.

CONGRESSIONAL SUMMARY.

Thursday, May 19, 1864.
Id the Senate it bill reported by Mr. Cowam, from the

Committee ou Finance, to amend the act extending the
time for the withdrawal of gooda on bond at San Francisco
and for other purpose*, approved February 29, 1664, waa

considered and paaaed. Mr. Cuwan, from the same com¬

mitter, alio reported a bill to indemnify persona for loaa of
property from Sioux Indian depredatious, with a recom¬
mendation that it pass. It whs not at that time considered.
Mr. Hardino, from the Committee ou Publio Lands, re¬

ported a bill to amend the act of September 27, 1850, iu
"relation to donation settlera upon public lands in Califor¬
nia, and it waa passed.

Mr. Mohrill, from the committee of conference on the
diaagreeing votes of the two Houaea on the bill for the
erection of the Territorial Government of Montano, mude
a report recommeudiug that the Senate recede from its
amendment striking out the worda " every free white in¬

habitant " in regard to voters, and inserting " all citizens
of thb U. States," &c. On a motion to adopt the report
of the committee considerable debate took place between
Messrs. Hale and Sumner, in oppositiou to the motion,
and Messra. Morrill and Wade in favor of it. The mo-

tiou finally prevailed.
Mr. Fessenden, from the Finance Committee, reported

the bill from the House to increaae the internal revenue,
with various amendments thereto, which were ordered to
be printed.
The Pacific railroad bill was further discussed on amend¬

ments proposed thereto, but waa not disposed of wben the
Senate adjourned.
The Hoube of Representatives passed the Indiau

appropriation bill; aud#rfter some personal explanations
respecting speeches made in recent debates, the conside¬
ration of the refliprocity bill wai resumed. Mr. Pire
spoke in lavor of abrogating the existing treaty on this
subject, and Mr. Arnold advocated a modification thereof.
The bill was still pending at the time of adjournment.

Friday, Mat 20, 1864.
In the Senate a bill'was introduced by Mr. Wilson

which proposes to authorize the President to call into the
United States service by draft, for a period not exceeding
one year, auch number of men as the exigencies of the ser¬

vice may require. It was referred to the Committee ou

Military Affairs.
Mr. Collamrr called up the bill to authorize the

establishment of ocean mail steamship service be¬
tween the United States and Brazil, the pending question
being on the amendment of Mr. Wilkinson to carry out
a contract between the Government of Venezuela and cer¬

tain citizens of New York for a semi-monthly line from
that city to Laguayra and other Venezuelan ports, touch¬
ing at St. Thomas. Mr. Wilrinson said if we ware to
establish a line with the slave empire of Brazil, we ought
also to embrace this opportunity of extending our com.

merce with the free Republic of Venezuela. Mr Col-
lamer urged, as heretofore, that this bill for Brazil should
stand alone, and depreoated this bringing of the slavery
subject into every question. The amendment was re¬

jected, and, after some further debate on the general merits
of the measure, it was laid over.

The consideration of the Pacific railroad bill was ra¬

mmed, and the diaensaion theron continued until the
Senate closed its doors and proceeded to the consideration
ot Executive business.
The House.of Representatives agreed to the re.

port of the committee of conference iu referenee to the dis¬
agreeing vote* of the two Houses relative to npgro suffrage
in the Territory of Montana. Mr. Wbhster made the
report. He stated that the Senate had amended the bill
ao aa to allow colored persons to vote, but that the report
confined suffrage to white male citizens of the United
Statea and thoae who have declared their intention to
become aueh. The report was cincurred in.yeas 102,
naya 26. The Senate having previously concurred in this
report, the bill providing a Territorial Government for
Montao# requires only the signature of the President to
become a Inw.
Much of the day was occupied iu the consideration of

private bills, a number of which were paaaed.
During the day the Hon. E. C. Ingkhholl, a Repre¬

sentative from Illinois, was introduced and took his seat
He fills the vactncy caused by the death of the Hl^Owen
Lovejoy.
The Houae adjourned to Monday, In pursuance of a re-

aolution introduced by Mr. Holman, of Indiana, in order
that the members may have leisure to visit wounded offi¬
cers and aoldiers from their respective districts and aee

that they are properly cared for.

Saturday, May 21, 18t>4.
In the 8ENATE the firat bnaineaa wsa tbe presentation

by Mr. J>ane of the credential of Wm. M. Fishiilatt,
elected Senator from Arkauaas by the General Assembly
of that State on tbe f»lb ioatant to All the unexpired term
of Wic. A. Sebastian, resigned. Mr. Saiii.xbi'kv aug-
«e«ited that they ibould be referred to tbe Committee on

the Judiciary to inquire into the validity of tbe election.
Mr. Connehn moved ao to refer the oredeotiala, and, at
the suggestion of Mr. Lame, the conaideration of tbe mo-

lion waa postponed until Monday.
Mr. Foot called up the bill relating to the of

Couituiarioner of Public Buildinga. He atated that it had
been twioe before under conaideration in the Benate and
left unfinished, He repelled the objection that bad beou
made in tbe bill, that it waa an attack on the Secretary of
tbe Interior, and explained that it wan merely a legitimate
matter of paving above five thouaand dollar* per annum to
tbe Government, an expenae which had been Incurred by
the appointment by the Secretary of a general auperinten-
dent of tbe Capitol Kxtenai<>n, which he held without au¬
thority of law, and waa entirely useless, aa all the duties
in tbia connexion could be dischtrgnd by tbe Oommiaaioner
of Public tiuildiogs, aa propoaed in th« bill. He held aa
ridiouloua tbe arguments heretofore made in defence of
tbe preaent superintendent, that becauaa large amount*
of expenditure had been made during oerlam mootha of
hia aervice aa compared with corresponding month* prior
thereto, therefore advantage and ecouomy reaulted to tbe
Government. He did not desire to indicate that the super¬
intendent appointed by tbe Secretary of the Interior was
not a young gentleman of fair abilities, a good draughts¬
man and penman, and had given hia service* in some way
nil the while to the Government; but, if be was credibly
informed, that gentleman bad ia no wise given practical
and personal superintendent to the progress of this great
and costly work to any consider able extent at any tim*. If
tbe gentleman must be provided for under the Government,
for that appeared now to be tbe question, he hoped it
would be in some other employment than this. Mr. Lank,
of Indiana, indicated his intention to make some reply to
tbeae remarks hereafter, and tbe bill was laid over.

The Pacific railroad bill then came up as the unfinished
business. Tbe bill in its detaila waa diacuiaed at conside¬
rable length, and varioua amendments were adopted, when,
on motion of Mr. Morgan, the Senate went into Execu¬
tive aeaaion, and aubaequently adjourned.
The Houhr of Bei*re.sentativeh did not sit on Satur¬

day, having adjourned from Friday to Monday.

Monday, May 23, 1884.
In tbe Senate a message waa received from the Sec¬

retary of War, In reaponae to a resolution of May 12th,
giving a list of all general officers, regular and volanteer
in the military aervioe before and ainca the commence¬
ment of the present war, their reapective Sta(es, dates of
appointment, confirmation, A.e..and naming ilao those
who have been rejected, dropped, or resigned.

Mr. Morwan introduced a bill which, id effect, repeala
the three hundred commutation clause of tbe enrolment
act. It waa referred In the Military Committee.
Tbe bill relating to naval supplies waa taken up, on mo¬

tion of Mr. GftiMEfl.who apoke at length in defence of Mm
heads of tbe naval bureaus and againat the olaaa contract

system. Mr. Halk replied, sho at length, defending the
navy agents and master workmen, but reiterating hi* state¬
ments as to corruption iu the uavy. Mr. Davis tboughtit
strange that the Seuator should charge corruption and pro-
post* no measure to punish the criminals. Mr. DooLITTLE
affiniir«d that when the facta of the matter in controversy
should be brought to light do officer or clerk of the Navy
Department would be criminated. The discussion was

brought to a close by the arrival of tne hour for taking up
th* untinirbfd business.the Pacific railroad bill.which
Was passed, yeas 23, nays 5.

lu the Uouhk ok Kkpkkmkntativks a resolution was
offered by Mr. Davir, of Maryland, from the Committee
on Foreign Affairs,calling upon the President for copies of
the documents addressed to the French Government, as

mentioned by the Paris Moniteur, to the effect that the
resolutions passed by the House relative to the affairs iu
Mexico were indefinitely postponed by the Senate, and,
even if they had been passed by that body, the Executive
would not have sanctioned them. This resolution was

unanimously adopted.
Mr. Pkuyn asked leave to submit a resolution, which

had been adopted by his political colleagues from New
York, denouncing the suspension of the New York World
and the Journal of Commerce as a violation of the Constitu¬
tion, subversive of the principles ofcivil liberty, and as such is
censured by the House. Objection having been made, Mr.
Pkuyn moved a suspension of the rules in order that he
might iutroduoe the resolution, which motion was dis¬
agreed to.yeas 54, nays 79.
Mr. Dawkm, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on

Elections, reported a resolution that Messrs. ChandKr,
Segar, and Kitchen, who have been denied seats as Re¬
presentatives from Virgiuia, be allowed mileage for one

session, and monthly pay till the passage of the resolutions
in their respective cases. Mr. D. stated that Mr. Chan¬
dler is district attorney in the eastern district of Virginia,
but reoeives no salary, his compensation being paid in

fees, probably two thousand five hundred dollars per an¬

num. After some conversation Mr. Chaudler's name was

stricken out and the resolution, as thus amended, was

passed.yeas CO, nays .r>7.
On motion of Mr. CoFKKOTH, it was resolved, the Sen¬

ate concurring, that the two Houses adjourn ou the <>th of
June.
The executive, legislative, and judicial appropriation bill

wax taken up, and various amendments proposed thereto
by the- Senate were considered and determined. The
House then adjourned.

Tuesday, May 24, 1861.
In the Senate a favorable report was made by Mr

Van Winkle, from the Committee on Finance, on the
limine bill to punish and prevent the counterfeiting of coin
of the United State*.
On motion of Mr. Collamer the bill to authorize the

establishment of ocean mail steamship service between
the United States and Brazil was taken up and passed,
yeas 21, pays 14
Mr. McDoUGALL submitted a resolution that the Com¬

mittee on Foreign Relation* be discharged from the far¬
ther consideration of the joint resolution of the House
relative to the establishment of monarchical institutions in
Mexico, under European itHuenoe, which was laid over.

Mr. Wade reported from the Committee on Territories
a joint resolution to amend the oharter of the oity of Wash¬
ington. He a»ked that it be taken up, as it related to
voters in this oity, and the election was approaching.
Mr. Johkson inquired what was the difference between
this and the present law. Mr. Wade said" it simply pro¬
vided for the deficiencies in the preseht law as regards
registration. At present voters could not be registered
after a certain period, some months at times prior to the
election, and by this bill they could be registered up to
and including the day of election. Mr. Johnhon said
there should be some convenient pariod fixed whereat the
registration should oease, prior to the dsy of election.
This w<ts absolutely necessary. It might be only three or
five days. Mr. Wade said he had no objection to such an
amendment. After pasning the joint resolution to its
second readmg it was laid over. This bill appears to us to
confer the right of voting without regard to th« present
laws requiring a poll-tax for the benefit of the public
schools.
On motion of Mr. Fenhenden, the internal revenue bill

was then taken up and discussed. The amendments of
the Finance Committee of the Seuate were in general
agreed to, but the bill was not disposed of at the time of
adjournment.

In the House of Representatives, the Committee
on the Judiciary was, on motion of Mr. Wilson, instruct¬
ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for
th» holding <<f the United States District Court jf Virginia
at Alexandria
The Senate's amendments to the national currency bill

having been taken up, Mr. Hooper unsuccessfully moved
that the House Don concur in them and ask of the Senate
a committee of conference. Mr. Holman then moved
that the amendments be laid on the table; but this motion
was also disagreed to.neas f><i, nays 80 The House then
proceeded, under the operation of the previous question, to
act upon the amendment*. The majority of them were
concurred in, but, as some were disagreed to, the bill will
go back to the Senate.
A bill was parsed to incorporate " a newsboys' homV

in the city of Washington.
The bill proposing to terminate the " Canadian recipro]

city treaty" was again taken up, when Mr. Davis, of New
York, made a speech against it. The bill ia still pendirg.

Wednesday, AraiL 25, 1864.
In the Senate a memorial was presented by Mr. John¬

son, from the Hank of New Orleans, (La.) praying to be
relieved frc.m the tax on deposites under the national bank
bill, so far as desposites have been made in it of Confede¬
rate funds. The memorial represents that during the
poaneasion of the city of New Orleans by the Confederates
the Bank was foroed to take such sums on deposite, with
the ri*ht to pay in like currency, but after the occupation
by Gen. Hutler he ootnpelled them to pay in gold and
silver or currency. Tho memorial asks the withholding
of the tax till the Bank shall have an opportunity of test¬
ing the legslity of the contract. It waa referred to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Slavery and
Freedmoo, reported back the bill to establish a Bureau of
Freeduien, with a substitue therefor.

Mr. Trumbull, from the Judiciary Committee, report¬
ed back the resolution for taking the census in 1865, with
a recommendation that it be passed.

Mr. Lank, of Kansas, submitted a resolution that the
Committee on Indian AfFslra be requested to consider the
question of confiscating the reserves of all Indian tribea
who are or have been in arms agalnat the Government,
and providing home* for the loyal membera of such tribos,
a id to report by bill or otherwise.
Mr. gPKAUUK offered the following preamble and reso¬

lution :

Whereas large corps have been and are now being or¬
ganized in the military service of the United Htates with¬
out the advico and conaent of the Senate in the appoint¬ment and commissioning of the offioers j Be it therefore

Kmolnnl, That the Committee on Military Affairs be
and they hereby are directed to inquire into the expedien¬
cy of reporting a bill to ttie Henate requiring that all ap¬pointments in the servise aforesaid, heretofore made, or
which may hereafter be made, shall have the advice and
consent of the Seuate, as provided by law in other canes,
and that the commissions of all iiffloers not rtc*-iving the
advioe and consent of the Senate to their nomination will
expire with the present session of Congress.

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. Wilnor in regard to the
resolution, Mr. Spkauue Mid the Government was organ

iziog a large negro and invalid fore* and appointing officer*
to it without the advice and conseut of the Senate. Thia
he thought should not be. The revolution was panned.
Mr. Mokuan, from the Committee ou Military Aflairs,

reported buck the bill to prohibit the discharge of persons
froui liability to military duty by reason of the payment of
wooey, &.c , with amendment, conflicting of the following
additional sections:

Hec. 2. That nothing in the act approved February 24,1864, amending the act approved March 3, JH(53, for en¬
rolling and calling out the national forces, shall be con¬
strued to repeal that part of the said not approved March
3, 1RK3, which requires that the board ol enrolment, in
making draft*, shall " uiake a draft of the required numberand fitly per cent in addition."

See. 3 That section 12 of the " Act for enrolling and
calling out the nat'wial force* aud for other purposes," up-proved March 3, 1803, be aud is hereby so amended that
the uotioe to be served on drafted men may be served
within ten days after such draft, or at any time within six
months therefrom.
MiT Wadk offered the following, which was adopted :

Kttolvrd, That the President be requested to oommuni-
caU> to the Senate, if uot incompatible with the public in¬
terest, any rorrespnudouce between the Secretary of Stute
and thrt Mexicau MiuUter. in relation to theoourse of trade
between Fiance aud the Uuited States wh le France aud
Mexico were at war with each other, iu articles supposed
to | be ill derogation of the rights of neutrals; and also all
other information iu possession of the Government relative
to the present condition of affairs iu the republic of Mexico,
and especially upou the attempt of any European Powers
to overthrow republican institutions on this contineut, with
a view of establishing monarchical forms of government in
their stead.

Mr. Hale introduced a bill to provide for the efficiency
of the navy by the transfer of persons from the military to
the naval service.
The consideration of the bill to iucrease the internal

revenue was returned, and discussed ou the ameudmeu!*
proposed thereto by the Senate's Committee on Finance.
One of these amendments was amended so as to make the tax
on a barrel of ale, beer, or other fermented liquors one
dollar and twenty-five, instead of one dollar and filty cent*
The other amendments of the Finance Committee, so far
as the bill progressed, were retained.

In the House of Kki'kenentativsm a report was
made by Mr. Mokkii.i,, from the committee of conference
.u the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to
the pay of colorcd troops, as provided for iu the army bill.
Tbe report uiakes a distinction iu favor of such of those
troops as w«re promised pay equal to the white soldiers,
leaving other similar questions to be determined accord¬
ing to the law. Mr. Stevens opposed the report. He
.aid that on a prior day the House passed, by a large
vote, a proviso that all free colored men shall receive the
full pay of white meu. The committee of conference have
discarded this instruction, aud have adopted the Senate's
amendment with au amendment. Members of tnis House,
he said, should not dodge tbe question. He would prefer
losing the bill to abandoning the principle of giving full
pay to those men for services rendered in the Union army.
Mr. Sl'AULDING advocated the paying of all colored sol¬
diers tbe same as white men, without distinction as to the
time of entering the service. Mr. Qarfield was against
paying men money they had no right to expect. It would,
be a gratuity to give to black men what would not be
given to white men. Other gentlemen engaged in tbe de¬
bate ; among them Mr. TllAYER, of Pennsylvania, who
claimed simple justice to all colored troops alike. The
discussion was lurther continued.the points involved
being whether the colored troops who entered tbe service
prior to the 1st of Junuary last should receive the same

pay as white soldiers, or wbeth-r the proviaion should not
be extended to 411 colored troop* alike. Tbe House re

jeoted the report, and asked auother committee of c« n
ference.
The reciprocity bill was again taken up. Mr. Eliot

and Mr. Pkuyn made speeches in favor of appointing
commissioners to act with tbose*who may be appointed
by the British Provinces, with a view to establish more

perfect reciprocity between the two countries. Mr.
Si'ALDIKU and Mr. K.ELLOOO addressed the House in
favor of repealing the treaty, after which tho House
adjourned .

convicted OK FRAUD.

Salomon Kohnatamm waa convicted on Saturday last,in the Circuit fcourt of the United Statea at New York,of having defrauded the Government. It ia more than a
year aiure he was arreated oo account of tbeao fiauduleut
elaun*. lie waa firnt aent to Port Lafayette, but waa
tranaferred from thence to the Old Capitol priaon at
Waahing'on. aud, after being confined there home time,
waa relea*>*d, and tbe*e proceedings were copimenced.
Forty aeven indictment* were found againat him taut June,
on one of which the Government elected to proceed againat
him, and, after aeveral poatpooementa of the caae, «ur,reed¬
ed in bringing it to trial. '1 he caae which waa made out
againat the accuaed was briefly Ibia :

On the 21 of August, 1hr2. there waa paid to him at the
disbursing office in New York a eheck for $9,173 79, be¬
ing the amount of eighteen billa againat the Government
for the aubaiitence and litdging of recruita. One of theae
billa wa* a bill of one Louia Pfeff«r. of Albany, for the
amount of $i.iwb and thia waa the bill for the preaentation
of wh.eh Ihia one of the forty aeven indictment* against
Kohnatamm wax found. The Government proved alao
that all that waa due to PfefTer waa lesa than $100.
No teatimony waa given of the actual presentation of the

bill at the diaburaing offioe, and the defence made quite a

point of thia failure of proof, aa they exiled it, for it wax
the preaentation of the bill for which the accused waa in¬
dicted. Thia point, however, waa diapoaed of very auui-
tuarily by Judge Nelaon, who told the )ury that the tact
that Kohnatamm got the money on the bill was evidence
enough that be preaented it, either in peraori or by an agent,
which waa plainly the common a»n*o view of the inatt-r.
There remained the question of Kobnstamm'a

knowledge tbat the bill was falae. On th.a point* be
Government gave aome direct evidence and anmo in¬
direct. They produced ths testimony of the Lieu¬
tenant Colonel of the regiment lor which Pf. ffer'a
bill waa incurred ; that he waa applied to by Kohnatamm'a

certify to the correotueaa of the bill, and refused be
cauae it waa falae. They proved alao that six or aeven
other billa, which were alao preaented by Kohnatamm
about the aame time, and paid to him, were all f»la<5.aome
of them having no foundation whatever, and others b-ing
a welled up Irorn #200 to over $1,000, and from $300 to
over #2,000, ac. They proved the lalaity of every bill
the court allowed them to attack. i'hey also gave evi
deuce which, if the witneaaea were to be believed, showed
that Kohnatamm'a < rtlce waa a regular manufactory of
fraudulent billa; thry gave tbe detaila of the npeiationa,
and tbe advice and in*tructi<>na which Kohnatamm gave
hia agenta for carrying theui out. If the witneaaea for the
Government were to be believed, hia guilty knowledge
waa clear aa daylight.

ibi* teatimony againat him waa met by very little
counter-teatimony for the defence. They did not under¬
take to prove the corrections of one of the fraudulent
billa. Tbey did not attempt to contradict the atatementa
that Kohnatamm had bought these billa at merely nominal
pricea. They relied mainly upon contradiction* and im
probabilities in the teatimony of the Government'a wit¬
neaaea, aa diacrediting them before the jury. And by rca
aon of audi contradiction* they hoped to get the jury to
diabelieve them and aecure an acquittal The difficulty
waa that the teatimony had the ngly fact of Kohnatamm'a
collecting the billa to anpport it, and the more the defence
be.pattered the witneaaea, the more they ahowed that
Kohnatamm waa an aanociate of a aet of villaina, who were
confeaaedly engaged in awindling tbe Government
We consider the result of the trial aa a great public

benefit. There haa been ao much fraud in connexion with
tlie operationa of the Government here, that it waa full
time that aome one ahould be made an example of, and we
oonaider thia conviction a* an important aucceaa for the
Government, which we hope will be apt ed ly followed up
The caae excited great intereat, from tbe atariding which
Kohnatamm haa had in the oommnuity, and the court-
room waa crowded i-very day of tbe week during which
the trial lasted./V. Y. Timet.

confirmations hy the senate.
In Executive aeaaion on Wedtieaday the Kenato confirm¬

ed a large number of nommatiuua, including James h.
Campbell, of Pennaylvania, to be Mmiater at Stockholm ;
Lieut Col. Delafield, to he Chief Knguieer, with the rank
of Hrigadier General ; and lion (,'harlea Hale, of Ma-an
chnactta. Conaul General at Alexandria, Egypt. There
were more than two hundred army promotion* confirmed.

THE SECRETARY OF WAR AND THE PRESS.

Promptitude of decision in doubtless of the first
importance in military action, but the exorcise of
this quality id very dangerous if it be demanded
of ono whoso judgment is not safo. An occasional
lapse of tho latter faculty hus, as our readers know,
led our impulsive Secretary of War into some un¬

fortunate mistakes in military affairs, and, as wo

intimated in our yesterday's issue, his impetuous
though laudable passion for punishing oulprits has
just hurried him into tho commission of a fresh
error.not a military ono, luckily this time, nor

yet a civil one.but into tho gravo error of punish¬
ing innocent accessories to an otfeuco in defauilt of
discovering tho guilty instigators and pcrpotrators.
This error is no loss than suspending tho business
of his victims and ordering them to imprisonment.
We allude of course to the recent suppression of
two New York journals and the order to oom-

mit their proprietors to Fort Lafayette. We would
not speak in harsh terms of this arbitrary aot of
power, nor ccruinly in terms of the slightest dis¬
respect towards the distinguished functionary who
has committed the wrong; but its injustice is held
to be so llagraut in New York as to have called
forth tho condemnation of the public press of all
parties in that city. Wo subjoin the opinians
expressed by three of its leading Republican jour¬
nals.

From the Tribune.
Two of the morning papers of tbia city are to-day sus¬

pended. It is done iti consequence of the publication yes¬
terday in the Journal of Commerce and the World of the
forced proclamation, and, we presume, by order of the
Government. The forged proclamation was sent to every
paper of the Associated Press, except our own, and iu
such a shape as to lead those who received it to believe it
came from the office of the Association. It was sent, de¬
signedly uo doubt, when it was presumed that it would bo
^eeii by none of the editors, but would be taken by the
printers and hurried into a part of the morning edition of
each paper. That it did w»t find its way to this office was
probably an accident.the editorial rooms being closed,
and the messenger, perhaps, uot Knowing how to fi-id his
way to the printing office.and to this accident it is due
that it was not published in two other of the morning pa¬
pers. In both those offices it became known.by the
merest accident in one of them, by inquiry in tho other.
that we had not received it, a'jd suspicion being excited by
that fact, the forged document, though in type, was sup¬
pressed in both offices
The forgery was as ingenious, as to the method of its

circulation, though clumsy in its style, as it was bold and
wicked. It was intended, no doubt, to affect tie stock
rnaiket, as well as to nullify the in^uenoo ot the news of
Grant's successes, to be taken out by the steamer yester¬
day. It failed signally in the latter purpose, as it was ac¬
companied by au official denial of its truth. In Wall
street it was not without its influence, where no he is so
big that it cannot be swallowed.
The real fact* which led to tho publication of this mon¬

strous forgery were uot, we presume, known yesterday in
Washington, or the suspension of the two journals would
not, we suppose, have bee i ordered. The order, no doubt,
will be revoked to-diy. We hope it will; for certainly uo
journal should be punished for a mistake which might have
very innoceutly been committed by the most loyal paperin the land.

From the Commercial Advertiser.
We gave yesterday as full accounts as could be pro¬

cured in regard to the fraudulent proclamation which some
of our contemporaries were led to publish. To-day we

publish the utatements of the proprietors and editors of
the World and the Journal of Commerce^ which explain
their conuecti^u with this matter, and show that they
were the victims of a fraud, skilfully played by some one

familiar with the customs of the Aa-iociated IVers and of
the newspapers in regard to telegraphic despatches.

It is evident that the journals in questiun erred inno¬
cently, and that they had no intention to mislead, or to be
parties to the fraud committed. Th* Tribune half admits
it would not have questioned the document had it hee'i
left at that office, and it was this omisaion to favor the
Tribune that put some other papers on their guard, and
so obviated the fatal ueoessity whjoh led Secretary Stau-
ton to commit tho grievous error by which he has again
shown his ooiiti'inpt for the freedom of the uewspaper
press Last u gbt, as every body learned with surprise
this m rniiig, theiffices of the World and Journal of Com¬
merce were taken in charge by troops acting under orders
from Washington. Their publication was also suppressed.
A further order was issued for the arrest of the editors,
hut this was suspended. It is so short a time since Mr
Seward was led to put faith in a (org-d document.and to
make it the basis of diplomatic action, that the Washing¬
ton authorities should be lenient to those who sin in the
same way. The forg* d rebel navy report has done us im¬
mensely more harm than his bogus proclamation posaihly
could do. Yet the " gontleman in New \ ork" who invented
it, and palmed it «>ff asajcu d'uprit, has not been troubled,
and the Secretary of State, has shown no signs of ludigna-
tion against the author. A more recent fraud is the cor-
re»poi:d0!iC* betweeu Lyons and J<ff Davis, or rattier the
clerk of the latter. 1 he sagacity even of the highest offi¬
cial may sometimes bo at fault, and he should demaud no
more of others than he is willing to assume for himself.

It is to be hopod that by Una time the facts iu regard to
the publication of this proclamation-are known iu Wash¬
ington, and that wndoin enough will bo manifested there
to revoke the order agtinst these two journals it is fully
time that arbitrary and ui justifiable pn oadure be brought
to an end. The sentiment that found expression when
the attempt was made to throttle freedom of debate on the
floor of Congress, has not loat its forne when presses are

suspended for aots committed eutirely without design or
thought of criminality.

Frnm Ike Eetnin# Pott.
With our view# of the importance and inviolability of

the liberty of the pr*s*, onr readers wilt not expect us to
approve of the suppression of the two newspapers, the
Journal of Commerce an<t the World, by the authority of
the Federal Government.

If there be any right which the founders of oar Govern¬
ment nought to guard from violation with a tpecial care,
it ia the right freely to discuss political quest one and public
menaurea by meana of the pre**. Accordingly, the Conati-
tution of the United States provides that Congress ahall
make no law abridging the freedom of speech or of the
prom, and in another article declares that " the right of
the people to be secure in their peraons, houses, papeis>
and effects, from unreasonable searches and setxures, shall
not be violated." The freedom of the press is asserted in
the same article of our Constitution aa the freedom of reli¬
gious belijf, and euarded from infringement by the same

explicit terms. Moreover, in every Constitution of every
Htnte in the Union it ia expressly stipulated that certain
rights are to be exempted from the ordinary proceedings
of Government, and aiming these is the freedom of the
pre«s, which is placed on the same high level with the
rights of conscience and the right of the people to asuein-
ble for the purpoae of demanding a redress of grievances,
or to bring about a change of administration.
The early statesmen of onr country, by whom these con¬

stitutions were made, were ao jealous of the infringement
of the** great rights that they would not leave it to the
discretion of any Government,of the 8Ute« or the Nation,
to interfere with them. Itis, therefore, with pain that wo see
the nlllflKn "f any of our journals entered by the agents of
the Government, and their publication stopped, at the com¬
mand of the Executive. We do not mean to say that there
ie no caae in which the military power might not interfere
to prevent the publication of a newspaper manifently insti¬
gating treason »nd rebellion in a part of the country for
the poaaeMMin of which the rebel Government is contend¬
ing with ours, ami ia which the suppression of the del n-

quent journal becomes a sort of military necessity. But
the nrccsaity ought to be clear, aud the power ot inter¬
ference ought to be confined to Me cases we have men¬
tioned. (n all other instances the punishment of sedition
should be left to the ordinary remedies provided by law.
The publishers of tho offending journals may bo arraigned,

tried, convicted, anil sentenced ; and in caaea where it iipretty certain that they are accomplices of those who areat war witb^ our country mom severe personal measures
may be justified. Hut to march a platoon'of armed meunto the office of * journal and atop its publication in a
part of the country which has not be. pl«ced, and whioh
ere is uo iiMreK-ity ot placing, under martial law, in aproceeding which hts a strange aspect when we coinp.-treit with the constitutional provision* by whioh the right* ofthe press are so sedulously guarded from violation.We cam;i>t, therefore, but Join the hop* expressed bysome of the morning pap.ra, lhat ihe order lor the sup-preaaion ot these Journal* will be immediately reminded;and thia not so much lor the reason that the publisher!might have been entirely unaware that the pretended pro¬clamation was a forgery, as for the higher and strongerreason that the order is an extreme measure, suited onlytoaatateof things which do. s not eust in this comma-nily, and for which the plea ot necessity cannot be urged.It in a remarkable indication of the haste with which theorder to auppresa these journals was given, that it in-eluded the arreat ot five or the operators of the Indepen¬dent Telegraph office iu Ibis city, who havo bt-en cent toFort Lalajette, although it is well known here that theyhad nothiug whatever to do with the ftlae proclamation,eicept to wend a deapatoh to Boston announcing it to be a

most shameful imposture.
We do not in any respect seek or wish to extenuate theguilt of Lhoae who were o mcerned in getting up the for-

Kery, who gave it circulation with reason to doubt ita gen¬uineness, or who, having given it circulation, were tardyin giving puolic notice of us real character. The authorsol this cheat and their accomplices are ps much the in¬struments of the rebt-l Government as if they were itssalaried spies, and are equally deserving of an ignominiouspunishment. As much severity as you please hL'aiuat thoaowho are guilty of the forgery or who favored it.the pub¬lic feeling will approve it.but that severity should bocombined with a manifest desire to infringe none of thoaorights of the citizen which a free Government ought tocherish with a aciupuloua regard.
.9

THE NEWSPAPEK bUPPKESalON IN NEty YORK.
The following is a copy of the letter from Governor

8evmour, of New York, to the Statu'* Attorney for the
county ofNew York,which baa been referred to in the telegra¬phic columns of aomeof the newspapers. Itdirecta the Dis¬
trict Attorney to iuveatigate, *r.d, if be, to prosecuteall concerned in the recent seizure of The World and
the Journal of Commerce ;

State ok Nkw York,Executive Deportment, Albany, May 23, 1364.To A. Oakby Hall, l£*q.District Attorney of the County of New York. -

Sir : I am advised that ou the 19th iustant the office ofthe Ji.urnal of Commerce and that of the New York World
were eutered by armed men, the property of the ownersseized, aud I he premiaea held by force for several daya.It ia charged that these acts of violence were done with¬out due legal prooess, and without the sanction of State
or National laws. If this be true the < Senders must bepunished.

In the month of July last, when New York was a sceneof violence I gavewarniug that "the law«of theKtatemuitbe enforced, ita peace and order maintained, and the pro¬perty of its citizens protected at every hazard." The laws
were enforced at a fearful cost of blood and life.T^e declaration 1 then made was not intended merelyfor that ocean hi or against any cla** of m^n. It ia oneof an enduring oharact-r, to be asserted at all timee andagaiust all oonditious of citizens, without favor or distinc¬tion. Uulesa all are made to bow to the law it will be re¬spected by none. Unless all are made secure in theirrights of person and property none can be protected. Iftbrt owner* ol the above-uani^d journal* fanv« violated State*
or Natioual laws they must be prooeeded against and pun¬ished by thoae laws. Any notion against them outside oflegul procedures ia criminal. At thia time of civil warand disorder the majesty of th* law must be upheld or
society will sink into anarchy Our soldiers in the fieldwill battle iu vain for constitutional liberty it persons or
property or opinions are trampled upon at borne. We
¦uust not givn up home freedom and thus disgrace th*
American character while our eitiiena in the army are
pouring out th-ir blood to maintain the national honor.They muat not fi« d when tbry come back tbat their per-aoual and firoside right* have been despoiled.Xn addition to the general obligation to enforce the Iswiof the land, there are loeal reason* why they must be up¬held in the oity of New York. If they ;.re not it* com¬
merce and greatnesa will be brnk-n down If this centreof wealth, busmeas, and enterprise ia thrown into disorderand bankruptcy the National Government will be para-
1*7**5 What icaktui New York fhe heart of our country?Why are IU pulsations felt at the extremities of our land ?Not through its position alone, but b-cause of the world¬wide be|n«! that property W safe within its limits from
was'e by mobs aud from spoliation by Government.

1 tie laborer* iu the workshop, the mine, aod in the
field, on tliia continent, and in every otber part of theglobe, eeml to its merchants, fur sale or exchange, the
products of lh*»r toil. These merchants are made' the
trustees of the wealth of millions living »n every land, be¬
cause it is believed that in their hands property is'safeunder the shield of laws administered upon principle and
according to known usag.«s. This great enfldeuoe has
grown up in the course of many years by virru* of a pains-taking, honest performance ol duty by !h business men
of your city. In this they have been aided by the en¬
forcement of law* baaeil upon the solemnly recorded
pledges that " the right of the people to be aecure iu their
person*, bouaes, papers, snd efT«et* against unreasonable
soarches and seizure* shall not be violated, and that no
one shall be derived of liberty or property withoat dne
process of Isw."
For more than eighty years have we as a people been

building up this universal faith in the sanctity of our juria-prudeooe. It is thia wi irh carries oor commerce upon
every ocean and bring* buck to oar merchants the wealth
<d every olima. It is rmw charged that, in ntter disregardof the sensitiveness ot that faith at a moment when national
credit ia undergoing a fearful trial, the organ* of commeroe
are sczt'd and held, iu violation of constitutional pledgea;that thia act was done in a public mart of your great city,aud was thus forced upon the notice of ihe commercial
agents of tbe world, and they were shown in an offensive
way that property ia seized by military force and arbitraryo:dera.
Toe so thing* are more hurtful to the national honor and

strength than the loas of battlea. The world will confound
sueb acta with the principle! of our Government, aud the
fo ly and crime* ol officials will he looked upon a* tbe
natural result* ol Ibe spirit of our institutiona. Our State
a-id local authorities inuat repel this ruinona inference. If
the merchants of New York are not willii g to have their
harbor sealed up snd their commerce paralyzed, tbey murt
unite in thia demand for the security of persona and pro¬
perty. If this is not done, ih* world will withdraw from
their keeping its treasure* aud ita enmiueroe. Hiatory ha*
taught all that i fficial violation of law in Urnes of oivil war
and disorder goes before acts of spoliation and other mea¬
sures which destroy the safeguard* of commerce

I call upon you to look into the facta connected with
the seizure of the Journal of Commerce and ol tbe New
York World. If these act* were illegal, the offenders
must be punished. In making your in«|uiries arid in proae-
cutintf tbe parties Impliotlol. y>u will call npou tbe
aberiff of the ooun!y and the heads of the police depart¬
ment for any needed force or assistance The failure to
give this by any official under my control will be deemed
a sufficient cause lor hi* r< moval.

Very respectfully, jours, &,c
HOKA riO SEYMOUR. *

SALES AT THE NEW YOKK STOCK EXCHANGE
Yestrrduy, May'^th, 1864,

Furnished by Stkuaht & Co., Bankers, Fifteenth atreet.
Kirst Bosrd. Second Board.

II. S. Coupons of 1881 114} 114^li 8 ."> v/u Coupon Bonds....... I(K>J * ,U71
Gold181J 1844O~atou......... 43443

Cumberland.... 7 1475|Central Coal..... 7i£714
(Quicksilver 7<>|884
far.fie Mail v>3T> 2344Now York Central 133J 13^1

Erie110} l i;»jHudson River ......148| 1461
llarleui 280 2H0
ailing 1454 14IJM obigan Central 1454 14<>4Michigan Houibera IO04 9*l|Illinois Central..... 132I3*j

Cleveland a >d PittsOurg.... ....1151 JJ5
Galena and Chicago...... ...... 13bi l:>»
Cleveland and Toledo 14^4Chii-agoaud K ick Island... lltffl l»7.
T.lediftaud Wabash 7171
Pittsburg, Fort Wayne, <fc Chic'o 11«4 117
State «d Market Nt^aJy. Weak.

During thq canal break a fe*y days ago in New York
State, the jam of boats extended thirty five miles West
the Whitesboro* oanal.


